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faculty of playing comedies, tragedies, histories, inter-
ludes, morals, pastorals, stage plaies, as well within
their now usual house, called the Globe, as within any
convenient places, in any city, and universitie, within
his kingdoms, and dominions." Ample, and favour-
able, as this license was to those servants, it did not
give them any exclusive privilege, which could pre-
vent the actors of the Queen, or the servants of the
prince, from acting similar plays, within his realms ;
though they were thus distinguished by the royal li-
cense. Of such players, who were still more distin-
guished, as the original actors of Shakspeare's charac-
ters, it may gratify curiosity, to know a little more of
the life, and end.

LAURENCE FLETCHER.

Of this personage, who now appeared at the head
of the King's servants, in the royal license of 1603,
Mr. Malone, the historian of our stage, has said
nothing \ Fletcher was probably of St. Saviour's,
Southwark; where several families of the name of
Fletcher dwelt, as appears from the parish register.
He was placed before Shakspeare and Richard Bur-
badge, in King James's license, as much perhaps by
accident, as design. Augustine Phillips, when he
made his will, in May, 1605, bequeathed to his fel-
low, Laurence Fletcher, twenty shillings. And this
fellow of Phillips, and of Shakspeare, was buried in
St. Saviour's church, on the 12th of September, 1608 2.

1 [Fletcher was not one of the actors of Shakspeare's plays,
nor is there any evidence to show that he was an actor at all. He
might receive the appellation of fellow from being a partner in
the property of the theatre. MALONE.]

1 The parish register records that event in the following man-
ner: " 1608, September 12th [was buried] Laurence Fletcher, a
man, in the church.'* I could not find, in the prerogative office,
either a will of the deceased, or any administration to his estate.